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in the immense Condor of the Andes, and the bold and
rather picturesque black Turkey Buzzards found in some,
but not all, of the West India Islands and throughout
Central and South America; and in Central America
exists the most handsomely coloured of all the birds of
prey, the King Vulture (Gyparchus papa), with its cream-
coloured and black plumage, and vivid yellow, red, and
blue bare skin of neck and head. There are no real
pheasants in this region, except the Honduras Turkey;
but the gallinaceous birds are well represented by the
group of Curassows, which does not, however, extend to
the West Indian Islands, unless it be to one or two of the
Windward Islands near South America. The Curassows
and Guans are large birds the size of turkeys, pheasants,
or big partridges, which live mostly in the forest and make
their nests in the trees and not on the ground. Many of
them have big, gaily coloured beaks, wattles, horns; or
curious curly crests. The splendid Honduras Turkey in
its range extends as far south as the country of that name,
but is chiefly found in Yucatan, Guatemala, and British
Honduras. It is rapidly becoming extinct under the at-
tacks of native and European sportsmen. The adult male
is one of the most gorgeous of existing birds, more splendid
in his metallic tints of emerald, copper, cobalt, ruby,
bronze, and silver than even the peacock. Along the great
rivers of the South American mainland may still be seen
the big Jabiru Stork, with its glossy plumage of cream*
white satin and bare, black head and neck. There are also
large goose-like birds, the Screamers; and there are scarlet
Ibises, pink Spoonbills, and flocks of Flamingoes of a
bright rose red along the banks of the South and Central
American rivers, on the swamps and lagoons, which liter-
ally colour some of the landscapes. In the more northern